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Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you are well.  

Advent is upon us and we are preparing for the coming of Christ. After a tumultuous year, 

there is comfort to be found when we pause to read, pray and reflect over the course of 

the Advent season in which we celebrate Jesus’s birth. We have lit the first candle on our 

Advent wreath and we will continue to prepare and wait for the excitement at the end of 

the month. CAFOD have produced a family Advent calendar filled with reflections, scrip-

ture and family activities you might like to use at home. 

Unfortunately, this year, like last year, our arrangements for Advent and Christmas celebra-

tions have been impacted by COVID. We had a large spike in COVID cases across the 

school during the middle part of November, which resulted us having to take swift action 

to reduce the risk of the further spread of the virus. We have some classes that are in isola-

tion and all whole-school activities have been stopped. Our Christmas Carol Concert will 

no longer be held at school; instead, we’ll produce a virtual concert that will have its prem-

iere on Monday 20th December. I have been in daily contact with the Flintshire County 

Council COVID team who have been advising us on the best course of action to take. 

Thank you for your understanding and co-operation. I must urge everyone to be vigilant. 

The best way to stop the spread of the virus in school is to stop it coming into school in the 

first place. If your child displays any of the symptoms, please get them tested. We have 

seen more than one instance of children with only mild symptoms testing positive. 

It’s a really special weekend for many of our Year 4 children this weekend as they make 

their First Holy Communion at church on Saturday. We wish them all the very best and we’ll 

keep them in our prayers at this time. 

Ryda ni’n byw, dysgu ac tyfu efo’n gilydd yn Iesu 

Rhagfyr 2021 

Attendance  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 5/6 Year 6 

84.0% 86.9% 91.0% 91.3% 87.3% 89.3% 91.4% 89.6% 

Here are our attendance figures for the month of November. Attendance has taken quite a hit 

this month due to seasonal illnesses and the impact of Covid.  Our overall school attendance is 

89.2% . Well done, Year 5/6! 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/For-families/Family-Advent-Calendar
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Storm Arwen 

Unfortunately, the school was impacted by the 

heavy winds that came with Storm Arwen. Two 

sheds were demolished and one of the large trees 

in the field was uprooted. The newly-planted sap-

lings took a bit of a battering but they were well pro-

tected by the tree guards on the whole. The worst 

damage was to the roof—we lost some of the tin 

gable protectors and wooden boards that were 

shorn off in the wind. We made sure that the school 

was completely secure, watertight and safe over 

the weekend but there is still work to be done on 

doing the repairs. We will be getting the roof com-

pletely patched up as soon as possible. We know 

that there was other damage around Flint. We hope 

that you were all safe in the winds and were not 

badly affected.  

Shoebox Appeal 

Thank you so much for your extremely kind donations for the shoebox appeal. We sent 

off 103 shoeboxes—more than double last year’s amount. It was amazingly kind of all of 

you. I am sure they will be much appreciated. Here is a picture of some of our house 

captains loading the van! 
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Remembrance Day  

While we were still having whole-school 

gatherings, Year 4 performed a wonder-

fully moving, solemn assembly on Re-

membrance Day. It made us all think 

and appreciate those who gave their 

lives for our safety. The children per-

formed excellently and it was clearly en-

joyed by all who attended. 

At the same time, our house captains 

laid a wreath of poppies at the war me-

morial in Flint on behalf of the rest of the 

school. 

Making The Right Choices Assembly 

Year 3 put on a great show when they led the 

Making The Right Choices assembly. Not only 

did the children act magnificently and say their 

words very clearly but they also translated 

much of the assembly into Makaton. Thank you, 

Year 3, for giving us such an important mes-

sage—we have a choice over how we act and 

behave. They also taught us a very catchy 

song. 

Da iawn, pawb! 
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Boccia and Badminton Roadshows 

Flint Festive Fair 

We have had some excellent fun learning new 

sports as part of the Aura sports roadshows dur-

ing the month of November. Firstly, Years 3 and 

4 learnt about and enjoyed playing boccia. 

Last week, all of our children from Year 3 up-

wards had great fun playing badminton. There 

were a lot of talented athletes on show. Da 

iawn, pawb! 

The school choir entertained the large 

crowds at the Flint Festive Fair at the end of 

November. They sang Christmas songs 

heartily alongside the Year 7 choir from St 

Richard Gwyn. It was lovely to see so many 

of our boys and girls representing our 

school so well in the community. 

Thank you to everyone who came to buy 

Christmas goods from our stall at the fair 

too. Thank you and well done to the chil-

dren and staff who worked really hard on 

creating attractive products that sold really 

well. We made £388!  

Eco Own Clothes Day 

Thank you to everyone who donated mon-

ey to the PTA as part of the Eco Own 

Clothes Day. We saw some really creative 

recycled headgear on show on the day!  
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Big Dig 

Thank you very much to all of the parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters and other car-

ers who came to help out with our Big Dig. It was a great success and visitors to school 

will no doubt have seen the tremendous effort put in. We had ordered 210 trees but the 

Woodland Trust actually sent us many more than that. After discussion with the Wood-

land Trust, we decided to ask some of our older children to plant the rest of the trees, 

which they have done around some of the perimeter of the field. 

We hope that in the future the planting of the trees in the area will offset the effect of 

carbon emissions, provide a habitat for local wildlife, increase biodiversity in our school, 

create shaded areas for warm days and give us some year-round colour to admire. The 

trees will take a long time to grow but your legacy will be here for decades to come and 

future generations will benefit from our work. 
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World Gifts instead of Christmas Cards 
As has become tradition, we are encouraging children not 

to send Christmas cards to each member of their class.  

Instead, we are inviting children to send just one Christmas 

card to the whole class and donate the money that would 

have been spent on buying Christmas cards to CAFOD 

World Gifts. Each class will collate any donations and buy a 

selection of virtual gifts that will help transform the lives of 

families living in poverty. There is no ban on Christmas cards 

and children are allowed to send them if they like.  

Early Entitlement 

If you know anyone who would be interested in their 3 year old children joining our 

Nursery as part of our Early Entitlement provision, please direct them towards the Early 

Entitlement page on our website as applications are now open!  

Prospective parents can find out more by contacting Mrs Perrin at school. You can also 

see more by watching our short introductory video:  

 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://www.stmarysflint.wales/Admissions/Early-Entitlement/
https://www.stmarysflint.wales/Admissions/Early-Entitlement/
https://youtu.be/PTJpQSOapzA
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Upcoming Events 

Once again, because of the COVID situation, we have had to cancel or postpone a 

number of events, which is disappointing for all of us. This will not dampen our spirits 

though and we will still celebrate Christmas heartily in school but without doing whole-

school events. 

Please see below a list of upcoming events with some dates that are slightly different to 

the ones published in the calendar of events at the start of the year.  

4th December: First Holy Communion Mass for Year 4 children 

8th December: Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

15th December: Newydd Christmas Lunch 

17th December: Christmas Jumper Day 

17th December: PTA Christmas Fair 

20th December: Christmas Party Day 

20th December: 1.30pm Premiere of Christmas Carol Concert video 

21st December: Last day of term 

PTA Christmas Fair 

Although we won’t be able to do a traditional Christmas Fair, the PTA do intend to hold 

a Christmas Fair with a twist at school. It will take place at school on Friday 17th Decem-

ber. 

Stalls will be set up around the hall and children will be escorted and supervised around 

the stalls by the school staff. Tickets for the stalls will be bought via school gateway. 

More details will come out in a separate letter from the PTA soon. 

Postponement of Year 5 and 6 trip to Blists Hill 

Unfortunately, we have had to take the decision 

to postpone the trip to Blists Hill. More details will be 

sent out directly to parents. The new date for the 

trip will be on 17th February 2022. 
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Christmas Dinner 

We will be serving Christmas Dinner on Wednesday 15th December this year. 

If you wish your child to have Christmas Dinner this year, please complete this Google Form 

by Wednesday 8th December. 

If you have more than one child at St Mary’s, please complete the form for each child who 

would like a Christmas dinner. 

Payment should be done via School Gateway as normal. 

https://forms.gle/Kx35DpqeAvwFkwQXA
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The first week of Advent is associated with hope. Here is a prayer of hope. 

God of hope 

We look to you 

For you renew the face of the earth. 

Through the gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus, 

We follow you on the path of dawn. 

Enlightened by your love and wisdom, 

Help us to lead each other 

Back to your open arms 

Amen 

Prayer of Hope 


