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Dear Parents

Happy New Year!

We've got an exciting month and an exciting year ahead of us. Visitors to school will have
seen the changes to the outdoor environment in the shape of part of the new trim trail; a
similar upheaval has taken place inside too and the staff have given school a really good
spring clean. | must thank them and praise them all for their hard work on the renovation
of the library and on the other communal areas around the school.

You'll see in the newsletter that there are quite a few new things to look forward to this
year - our new Mini Vinnies, our new trim trail, our new After School Club and news about

events later in the school year.

We continue to follow stringent covid safety measures in school. If your child has tested
positive on an LFT test, please email the following information to the helpdesk:

Child’s name, class, last day in school, date symptoms started, date due back in school.

If children who are isolating feel well enough, remote learning will be set on Google

Classroom or Seesaw.

| hope that this year finally sees a return to more normality and that we will be able to
welcome all of our parents back into school before too long. I've spoken to a few of you
about missing coffee mornings and assemblies and other volunteering opportunities. | look
forward to being able to start these up again. Until that day, we must continue to stay
vigilant and look after each other.

Take care
Mr Phillips



Thank you for your support with the PTA Christmas Fayre
Thank you to everyone who supported the PTA by buying tickets for the Christmas
Fayre. The toys, games and books donated were very well-received. In the end, we

raised £884, which will go towards improving outdoor provision at school.

Attendance

Here are the attendance percentages from a COVID-hit December. Well done to
Year 5/6 for having the highest attendance that month. We have already seen that
there has been a marked improvement in attendance since the start of the new
year. Genuine illness cannot be avoided but please remember that attendance at
school is extremely important. Holidays should be booked during holiday periods
and, wherever possible, other appointments should be booked out of school hours.

Reception | Year ] Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 5/6 Year 6

83.6% 86.5% 86.7% 89.3% 84.9% 84.3% 92.7% 87.5%
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Welcome to our new starters!

The new term in the new year saw quite a few
new starters at school last week! We have
welcomed nine new families to our St Mary’s
community and I'd like to send our best wishes to
all of them. Our three-year-old Early Entitlement
children have joined our Nursery children and
they have all settled in very well with Mrs Perrin.
We have also been really pleased to meet new
classmates in Years 3, 5 and Reception. Croeso i

Ysgol Santes Fair, pawb!

Start of Term Mass and Mini Vinnies Commissioning Ceremony

In the first week back after Christmas,

Father Adrian came in to celebrate
Mass with the whole school. Year 6
and Year 5/6 attended in the hall and
the rest of the school joined in
remotely from their classrooms. It was
great to have Father Adrian with us
again. He reminded us of the
importance of helping our families
and our communities.

At the end of Mass, Father led the new Mini Vinnies commissioning ceremony. Our
new Mini Vinnies all received their badges and certificates and they made their
pledges to turn their concern into action. The Mini Vinnies are shown above with
Father Adrian and Mr Leddy, our chair of governors, who is a member of our parish
St Vincent de Paul Society.
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Father Adrian is becoming a Canon!

We were delighted to find out that Father Adrian has been appointed Canon of
the Cathedral Chapter by Bishop Peter. The Ceremony of Installation will be at
the Chapter Mass on 22nd February. Congratulations to Father Adrian!

World Gifts
In total, we raised £148 for CAFOD World Gifts by w .
donating money instead of sending Christmas

cards in 2021. Thank you for your very kind
donations! The Mini Vinnies will co-ordinate the
choosing of which gifts we will buy.

New Trim Trail Installation and new play equipment

Those of you who have visited school will undoubtedly have seen that the old trim
trail has been removed and the first part of the new trim trail has been installed. The
new trim trail was paid for by money from the PTA and the money the school
council raised by organising their sponsored run
last year. We are really grateful for all of your
donations and your support of the PTA as it will
make a real difference to play times. The next
stages of the trim trail installation will take place
later in the year. The trim trail was officially
opened by last year's school council members
who did such a fantastic job organising the

sponsored run. Children also now have brand
new play bags for play time, full of balls, frisbees, catchers and other play
equipment.
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60th Birthday Celebrations - calling all parents who are former pupils
As you may be aware, the school is 60 this year. It was officially

opened on 1st May 1962. As part of the celebrations of the
school’s anniversary, we will be creating an exhibition
displaying pictures of the school over the years. If you or any of
your relatives have any old photos of the school that you

5 would be happy to share in our exhibition, please email us on

60vears@stmarysflint.wales or give us a call to make an

eo rS appointment to bring photos in so that we can scan them.
y Diolch!

New INSET Days

Due to the uncertainty over the impact Covid would have on the school
population, all schools in Wales were asked to spend the first two days of this term
planning for the return to school. This meant that our two planned INSET Days had to
be postponed. The two new dates for those INSET days are

Friday 18th February 2022 and

Friday 18th March 2022

Congratulations to Mrs Neely!

| am delighted to be able to announce that Mrs Neely, our Year 1 teacher, is
expecting her first child this spring. We are all excited for Mrs and Mr Neely and we
wish them the very best of luck. Mrs Neely will go off on her maternity leave at
February half term so her last day with us (for now!) is on Friday 18th February. The
recruitment process for Mrs Neely's replacement is under way and we will let you
know when we have more news.
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http://60years@stmarysflint.wales

Hey Girls - Period Dignity - Sustainable period products direct to your

‘I’ hey girls...

UK-based period product company, to deliver free, period products right to your

door

Flintshire County Council is committed to
period dignity for all children and young
people in Flintshire and they have teamed

up with Hey Girls, an award-winning

doorl!

Period pants and period cups are the reusable answer to managing your period.
You can choose a one-off delivery of reusable products which are not only good
for you, but good for the environment.

You will also get a three months’ supply of disposable products - a convenient way
to manage your period. Choose one of our product bundles! All these disposable
products are made from environmentally-friendly materials that biodegrade.

If you are aged 8-18 years and attend a school in Flintshire, please visit
https://heyairls.co.uk/flintshirehomepacks to apply for free period products.

Hey Girls is a period product social enterprise. For every product it sells it donates
the equivalent product to someone in need. Since the community interest
company was established in 2018, Hey Girls has donated over 19 million period
products. Its aim is fo help eradicate period poverty, enable better access to
quality period products for all and to stomp out the stigma and bust the myths and
taboos that surround periods.

This project has been funded by Flintshire County Council via the Welsh
Government's period dignity grant 2021/22.
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https://heygirls.co.uk/flintshirehomepacks

Newydd Catering
Newydd, our caterers, have been experiencing staff !
[N

Arlwyo a Glanhau

NEWydd

. . . > : :
available at each school, this could range from a limited /T Catering & Cleaning

shortage issues due to Covid. Consequently, they may have |
to change their offer temporarily. Depending on the staff

range of hot options to a “packed-lunch only” offer. If this

happens and they can only provide sandwiches, parents will be charged a
reduced cost of £2.00. The school will not know until the start of each day if Newydd
have to make any menu changes so we will let you know as soon as we know.

Nursery Applications are now open

Applications for places in Nursery from September 2022 are now open. If you know
anyone whose child will be 3 before 1st September 2022, they can apply for a
place using the Flintshire County Council form available here.

Nursery places will be in the morning only and there will be five 2.5 hour sessions per
week.
The deadline for applications is Friday 18th February 2022. Find out more about

Nursery admissions here.

Upcoming Dates

Wednesday 19th January - Year 4 Class Mass
Tuesday 25th January - Non-uniform Day for children in Brenig
Wednesday 26th January - Year 3 Class Mass
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https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/School-Admissions.aspx
https://www.stmarysflint.wales/Nursery-Admissions/

New After School Club - please complete the survey
We are considering making some improvements to
the After School Club provision at school. This
involves registering the club as a charity and with St Murq’s
the Care Inspectorate Wales. When registered,
parents/carers whose children attend the club may /
be able to claim financial assistance (for example,

through the Childcare element of Working Tax LT 4

Credit, Universal Credits, the Childcare Offer, and Aﬂer SCh(lO‘ Glub
Tax Free Childcare) to help meet the cost. We hope

this will be of benefit to members of our community.

We need to find out if there is sufficient interest in an extended club. You will
receive a link to a short survey about your thoughts on the proposals and we'd
really appreciate you completing it, even if you have no need for the After School
Club at the moment, by the end of this week. Please look out for the survey link,
which will come via email and on Class Dojo later this week.

Ten:Ten Resources and Reflection

As a school, we now subscribe to Ten:Ten Resources, who provide us with resources
for use in our collective worship sessions and assemblies. Each month, they produce
a parent newsletter. Due to the timing of the publication of this newsletter, we're a

bit out of line but it’ll fit info place more when we're in February!

To access the Ten:Ten parent newsletter and find out about some of the collective
worship your children will take part in in school, click here.

Dear Jesus, Word of God, Thank you that you care about all my hopes and
dreams for this year. Help me to pray and listen to you. Help me to trust you.
Help me to follow you. Show me the way fo God the Father and new life
with you. Amen
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https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/

