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Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year! | hope you had a joyful Christmas break.

This month’s newsletter contains pictures from the busy end to the autumn term and
information about upcoming events.

We will celebrate our Mission Day on 24th January, to coincide with the launch of
the Year of Jubilee in Catholic schools. The jubilee year has already started within
the parish but the official schools launch allows us all in the school community to
celebrate together. The Jubilee Year is a special year, celebrated every 25 years in
the Catholic church. On Christmas Eve 2024, Pope Francis opened the doors of St
Peter’'s Basilica in Rome, symbolically marking the start of the year. He invited us all
to be "Pilgrims of Hope"” and you can find out more about the jubilee in the
newsletter.

We've also parent/child Wellies in the Woods sessions for children in Nursery,
Reception and Year 1 and we've got Y2/3 parent/child cooking classes starting this
month and the PTA bingo to look forward to too.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Phillips
Headteacher/Pennaeth

Attendance and Punctuality
Here are our attendance and punctuality figures for the month of December.
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Class2 | Class3 [ Class4 | Class5 |Classé |[Class7 | Class8 | Class 9 | Total

Aftendance | 80.7% | 90.0% |90.3% |[90.7% |90.5% |93.3% |90.4% |91.2% |[90.0%

Punctudlity | 98.4% | 99.1% |[96.9% |97.7% |[99.6% |99.4% |97.2% |97.5% |98.3%

Please report all absence to the office and not via Class Dojo. We continue to
monitor attendance and punctuality closely. The doors and gates to school close
at 8.55am. Any children who arrive after this must enter via the front entrance and
give an explanation for their lateness. For safeguarding reasons, their parent or
carer must hand their child over to a member of staff.

Christmas Productions

The three Christmas productions performed in school in December were the
culmination of lots of hard work and dedication from the pupils and staff. Fitting in
the rehearsals on the stage between lessons, lunches and assemblies was quite a
struggle so | was impressed with how well they all managed! The children put on
excellent shows. Thank you to the PTA members who gave up their time to provide
refreshments at the shows and thank you to all parents and carers who helped
children learn lines and songs and helped with costumes. It was a great tfeam effort!
You can see more pictures from each of the shows by clicking on “Nativities” at the
bottom of this page on our website.

Our Nursery, Reception and Year 1 children performed The Nativity

Our Year 2 and 3 children performed Bethlehem Bake Off

Our Year 4,5 and 6 children performed Herod the Musical
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https://www.stmarysflint.wales/Advent/

PTA Christmas Fair

Thank you for your excellent support for the PTA Christmas Fair and thank you for your
patience in the rain as we set up! The event was extremely well attended and it was good
to see so many members of our school community attend. As well as the financial support
that we are grateful for, we really appreciate the PTA's hard work in putting on these
events that give us the opportunity to get together to support school.

Well done, also, to the school choir who performed splendidly again.

This term’s pupil profile virtues: curiosity and action
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road. He immediately jumped into action by helping him up and Jesuur
getting him food and shelter. Curiosity is needed to sustain learning.

It is what keeps us going through the difficult stuff; it is what opens up new horizons
and allows the possibility of ‘finding God in all things.” We encourage children to be
active learners; be actively engaged in their lessons and to be active in the life of
the school, the Church, and the wider community by probing, seeking, asking,
challenging, and questioning until the fruth is plain — it is fo think for oneself and to
become an independent and lifelong learner. We'll celebrate those children who
have demonstrated these virtues at the end of the half-term.

Start of Term Mass and Mission Day Mass

All parents, grandparents and carers are cordially invited to join us for our

Start-of-Term Mass this Thursday at 2.15am. If that is too short notice for you, why not
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join us on Mission Day on 24th January, when we will be celebrating the launch of
the Church’s Jubilee Yeare Mission Day Mass will
start at 92.15am in the school hall.

Jubilees only happen every 25 years so it's a
special year for Catholics all over the world. Do
you want to find out more about the jubilee?
Watch this video.

Football Team are Runners Up in Eccleson Cup Final
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The Year 5 and 6 boys’ football team travelled up to Holywell at the start of
December to defend their title as Eccleson Cup holders. The team qualified for the
competition as winners of the Flint league and the competition pitted the four best
teams from the area against each other. Mr Bianco said, “The boys gave it
everything today. It was an amazing experience to play in three back-to-back
games. All the teams were of a high standard which really brought the best out of
the boys. As the games went on we began to dominate winning all the second
balls and creating some excellent chances. It was also fantastic to learn we were
the highest scorers over the three games which was a real achievement. We are
very proud to finish the second best school from the Flint, Holywell and Deeside
area”. Well done to the boys and thank you to Mr Bianco for organising and
leading the team and for the parents who helped provide transport to the event.
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https://youtu.be/yia25rOML2Q?si=8XMdR8BGvPViobYh

Ordering Dinners via School Gateway
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Have you considered ordering (or getting your child to order)
school dinners using the School Gateway app? It's really easy SChmlgﬂtEWﬂ)’
to do and helps us in school too!

WELCOME TO SCHOOL GATEWAY

Watch this video to find out how to do it.

If children haven't ordered their meal, they will still have the
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opportunity to do so in school.

Online Safety Updates

As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay > Be Internet

safe online. —  Legends
You don't need to be an expert on the internet to help keep your \‘
child safe online. However, what is important is you knowing what 4 l‘k
your child is doing online. Be vigilant. We have had reports of Py L 4

children using apps they are not legally allowed to use and then

having problems on the apps.
In school, we use the Be Internet Legends program for teaching
children about online safety. The Be Internet Legends parents’ page

contains lots of simple ways to reinforce the important online safety
lessons your child has been learning in school.
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https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/articles/4409418879889-How-do-I-book-a-meal-using-Schoolcomms-Dinners
https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/parents/

A call for help! We're looking for people to listen to readers
Join Our Parent Reading Helper Programme!

We believe that reading is the key to unlocking a world of imagination and
knowledge. To support our students in their reading journeys, we are excited to
invite you to become a part of our Parent Reading Helper Programme!

What is the Parent Reading Helper Programme?

This initiative aims to create a supportive and engaging reading environment for
our children. By volunteering your time, you'll help nurture their love for reading and
improve their literacy skills.

Why Volunteer?

e Make a Difference: Your involvement can significantly impact a child’s confidence
and enthusiasm for reading.

e Connect with the Community: Meet other parents and become a valued member
of our school community.

e Flexible Commitment. Whether you can spare an hour a week or a month, every
little bit helps!

Who Can Volunteer?

All parents, grandparents, guardians and family members are welcome! No prior
experience is necessary—just a passion for reading and a desire to help!

How to Get Involved:

If you're interested in volunteering or would like to learn more, please either contact
Mr Phillips at info@stmarysflint.wales, call school on 01352 733231 or pop into the

office. We'll take some details, organise and pay for your DBS (Disclosure and
Barring Service) check and we'll provide you with all the fraining and resources you
need to get started.
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Upcoming Dates

7th January - Early Entitlement Group 1 start

8th January - Early Entitlement Group 2 start

9th January - Start-of-Term Mass at 92.15am in the school hall
15th January - Reception Screening (by the school nurses)
16th January - Y2/3 parent/child cooking course at school
16th January - PTA Bingo (3.30pm start in the school hall)

23rd January - Y2/3 parent/child cooking course at school
PLEASE NOTE CLASS 6 ASSEMBLY, ORIGINALLY PLANNED FOR THIS DATE, WILL NOW BE ON 20TH FEBRUARY 2025

24th January - Mission Day (Mass at 9.15am in the school hall)

Reflection

At the start of January, we celebrate the feast of Epiphany which reminds us of
Jesus being revealed to the Wise Men after their long journey following the star.
Discovering Jesus brought them great joy and they brought gifts to honour Him. We
can celebrate that Jesus has revealed Himself to each and every one of us,
allowing us to have a joyful, personal relationship with Him. Throughout this year, we
ask ourselves what gifts we can offer Jesus like our time and attention.

The Ten:Ten reflection for the month is here:

January 2025
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https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/

