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Dear Parents and Carers

St. Mary’s News

Ryda ni’n byw, dysgu ac tyfu efo’n gilydd yn lesu

October 2021
Hydref 2021

We have had a really good first month back at school and it has been lovely to see the
children settle so well. Thank you for your continued support and understanding in the cur-
rent circumstances.

There have already been a ot of exciting activities in school and there are a lot more

planned this year. You can see a calendar of events for the year at the end of this newslet-
ter. More events will be added to the calendar as they are booked and confirmed but we
thought releasing this now might be useful for your planning.

We are grateful that we have not had to close entire classes because of positive COVID
cases but we do know that there have been an increased number of local cases and our
school community has been affected too so we need to remain vigilant. We have been
asked to pass on the following message by Flintshire County Council. It reflects our current
stance on dealing with children showing any symptoms of COVID.

LFD tests should not be used if a child is showing symptomes. In this case it is essential that a

PCR test is booked. We are aware that there are still difficulties getting PCR tests via the 119
number and our advice is that parents be directed to book via the online portal (available
here) and check the box that they have been advised by TIP to book a test.

| have been extremely impressed by the children’s maturity and awareness of the issue of
climate change recently. We have talked about the COP26 climate conference due to
take place next month. Children throughout the school have continued to make their voic-
es heard. Years 3 and 4 have made their views clear in their videos for the TEDxGWE event,
which will be taking place at Theatr Clwyd in November. Years 5/6 and 6 have taken part
in Climate Change workshops with Size of Wales. This month, all children will discuss our im-
pact on the planet and discuss how we can help.

Attendance

Here are our attendance figures since the start of term. Our overall school attendance is 93.6%.
Well done, Year 5!
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https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

Father Matthew

We are very lucky to have two priests in our parish now. Fr
Matthew Bond has joined Fr Adrian to serve the Immacu-
late Conception parish. Fr Matthew will come into school
every Wednesday to say a Mass with one of our classes. It
was Fr Matthew's birthday this week so, to celebrate, he
presented school with a new chasuble which will be worn
by priests at any feast day Masses at school. Here he is
presenting the chasuble to some of our Year 5 children at
a Wednesday Mass.
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Glan Llyn

Thank you to parents of children in Years 5 and 6 who have sent in deposits for the Glan Lliyn
trip in May. If you have not managed to do so yet and you want your child to go on the resi-
dential trip, please contact school.

Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday

There will be an additional bank holiday for the UK on Thursday 2
June 2022 to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This is in ad-
dition to Friday 3 June, making a four day weekend for the cele-
brations. As this date falls during our half term holiday, schools are
allowed to take an extra day’s bank holiday this school year. We
will be taking Wednesday 22nd December as our day off, mean-
ing Tuesday 21st December will be the last day of this term.

Show Racism the Red Card

Our Year 6 and our Year 5/6 classes took part in Show Racism
the Red Card workshops in September. During the workshop,
children discussed issues surrounding racism and they showed
great maturity in coming up with ways we can show tolerance
and understanding. Mrs Morris and Mrs Owens were very proud
of the children’s contributions.
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Macmillan Baking Week

Our Macmillan Baking Week activities have gone down a freat in school. Children have
shown excellent teamwork and attention to detail when preparing and baking their cakes
or biscuits. Thank you very much for your very kind donations so far. We are still accepting
donations until Friday 8th October when we will be passing them on to Macmillan.

1st Flint Scout Group
st Flint Scout Group are excited to announce that S r\Of\
they are returning to face to face meetings in No- Cou t S

vember 2021 and they are sending out invitations to 1st Flint Scout Group

fill imited spaces within their Cub Pack (for boys and

girls aged 7 1/2 to 10 1/2). The recently refurbished

Scout Hut is ready to welcome new recruits and there is an exciting programme

planned, offering children fun, friendship and adventure! Take a look at some of the

things that Scouts all over Flintshire get up to by clicking on this link! St Georges day 2017
Flintshire Scouts

Adults, don’t worry: you haven't been forgotten either. If you fancy making a real differ-
ence to Flint and would like fo make some amazing memories along the way, getin
touch too! There are lots of roles available depending upon the fime commitment

you can give!

For further information contact Jo at 1stflinfcubs@gmail.com or on 0791 983 6463.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCIjjFar3g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCIjjFar3g0

Nasal Flu Vaccination Consent

Please make sure that flu vaccination consent forms are returned to school by Monday 4th
October. The nurses will be busy on the morning of Tuesday 5th so want all forms in ahead of
their visit. If your child’s form has not been returned o school, they will not be able to re-
ceive the nasal flu vaccination. The flu nurses will not run a ‘mop-up’ day this year due to
being stretched so next Tuesday is your last chance to get your child vaccinated against flu

this year!

Avura Fun Day

We were delighted to win the Aura Fun Day as a result of having run so far as part of our Daily
Mile exercise. All classes had great fun on the inflatable assault course and in the inflatable
football/dodgeball pitch. We were also presented with a framed picture of the imaginary
route we took around Europe by Beth from Aura. The inflatables will be returning to school in

the summer term.

Jewellery

Please remember that children should not wear jewellery to school.

@ www.stmarysflint.wales Z 01352 733231

DA smmail@hwbcymru.net Q Ffordd Llewelyn, Flint, CH6 5JZ




Walking and Cycling in Flintshire — Have your say

Flintshire County Council is aiming to make journeys 0 AT v
on foot or by cycle across Flintshire easier and safer e
for everyone, particularly those who don’t currently =
walk or cycle often and people who use mobility
aids.

So that the council can collect people’s ideas and
suggestions, they have developed an interactive
map that enables people to pinpoint places

across the county and leave comments and feed-
back. This will help the council make sure that the -
routes built for walking and cycling work for the
whole community. The online map is open for
comments to be added so for further information
and the chance to leave feedback and add comments go to https://
flintshire.commonplace.is/

Harvest Appeal for Flintshire Food Bank
As part of our harvest celebrations, we are asking for food donations to go to the Flint-

shire Food Bank. The food bank currently needs:

UHT milk
Pot Noodle / Instant Pasta
Packet Rice (ready made)

Toilet roll

Flintshire
Shampoo
Toothbrushes Oo

Tinned sweetcorn / finned carrots

Tinned custard
Men's deodorant

The final day for collections will be Thursday 7th October, the day of our Harvest Assem-
bly. Items can be brought in on any day of the week beginning 4th October.
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World Gifts instead of Christmas Cards

As has become tradition, we are encouraging children not
to send Christmas cards to each member of their class.

Instead, we are inviting children to send just one Christmas
card to the whole class and donate the money that would
have been spent on buying Christmas cards to CAFOD
World Gifts. Each class will collate any donations and buy a
selection of virtual gifts that will help transform the lives of
families living in poverty.

There is no ban on Christmas cards and children are allowed
to send them if they like.

Community Heart

Community Heart Productions is a Flint and Bagillt charity creating social
change and community outcomes through arts, environment, youth work
and volunteering. They have helped members of our school community
and now they are asking for our help. The charity is a finalist in the Airbus
Community Awards and they would like your vote to be awarded first prize.
You can find out about the charity’s work here. To find out more about the

comie’ri’rion, click here. To cast iour vote, ileose click here.

Clubs this term

We are delighted that extra-curricular clubs are starting again from the week beginning 4th
October. All clubs are free except for Nev's Football Club. More details about that will be
released soon. This ferm’s clubs are as follows:

Dragon Sports Years 3 and 4 Mondays 3.10—4.15 Mr Bianco
Choir Years 3,4,5,6 Mondays 12.05—12.30 Mrs Joinson
Dance Years 5and é Tuesdays 3.10—4.00 Mr Jones
Craft Years 1 and 2 Tuesdays 3.10—4.00 Mrs Neely
Welsh Years R, 1 and 2 Wednesdays 12.30—1.00 Mrs Clements
Netball Years 5 and 6 Thursdays 3.10—4.15 Mrs Morris
Football (with Nev) Years 3,4,5 and 6 Fridays 3.10—4.00 Mr Powell
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https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eF5R9oPuW-U
https://www.leaderlive.co.uk/news/19579502.airbus-community-awards-2021-meet-10-finalists-vote-now-favourite/
https://www.quiz-maker.com/poll3877309xE1354ABf-122

Amser Senedd—Council Time

We have had a flurry of electioneering over the last month as votes have been cast and
bids have been made to become members of our school’s Pupil Influence Groups.

Each month, the pupil influence groups will meet during our Amser Senedd to discuss
how they can improve the lives of all of our school community.

Our school council is made up of representatives
from each class. They meet to discuss, overview

o and analyse various school issues and project
& @@I & @@gmun ideas and to come up with practical solutions for

improvement of pupils’ education and opportu-

nities .
L The Eco Council work together to come up with
Eco-Schools ideas for how all of our school community can

w Q be more environmentally friendly. They represent
i m the views of their classmates in discussions about

how to make positive environmental changes
around school.

The Healthy Schools Council promotes healthy
lifestyles within school. They teach and remind us
m@ of ways to live healthily and they will help lead
F@ﬂﬁlhy %}M]g w @mﬁ our Healthy Living Week in May. Members of our
o Healthy Schools Council help us look after our
health and wellbeing.

The Criw Cymraeg promote the use of Welsh in
school. Every week, members of the Criw Cym-

an e L. raeg speak at assembly and encourage us to
> f'l,JW/ & Cymrc ;gj use our Cymraeg yr Wythnos. Members of our
- ' Criw Cymraeg also listen out for and celebrate
the use of Welsh around school.

Our digital leaders work to educate the rest of

e @ the school about online safety and the use of
%ml w lm digital technology in and out of school. They can

Tl be found helping others with computer or iPad
issues and the advise us on how to stay safe.

Mini Vinnies is the youth section of the St Vincent
de Paul Society. They head our charity work, un-
dertake voluntary work and develop faith and
spirituality through serving others.
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Daily Mile Track Improvements

You may have seen recently that part of the Daily Mile Track has
been topped up with limestone dust. Further improvements and an
extension will be made to the track over half term. The part of the
track that links to the Coed Onn Road entrance will be removed and
the track will eventually curve around the whole field. To allow the
new material to settle, until the new part of the track has been com- |
pleted, the frack will be cordoned off. In betfter news, the trim trail
should be back in action next Tuesday (5th October). This is for chil-
dren to play on at break times under adult supervision. Children are al-
lowed on the play equipment after school only if they are supervised by
an adult.

Due to delays in material delivery, the construction of our new trim trail
has been put back to January 2022.

Upcoming Events
Monday 4th October - Extra-curricular clubs start; After School Club moves back to
classroom

Tuesday 5th October - Nasal Flu Vaccinations for all children
Wednesday é6th October - Year 4 Class Mass

Thursday 7th October - Year 5/6 Class Assembly— Harvest
Wednesday 13th October - Year 3 Class Mass

Saturday 16th October - First Forgiveness for Year 4 children
Wednesday 20th October - Year 2 Class Mass

Thursday 21st October - Youth Climate Action Day

Friday 22nd October - Last day of this half term

Father God, Come and be with us today. Fill our hearts with joy. Fill our
minds with learning. Fill our classrooms with peace. Fill our lessons with

fun. Fill our friendships with kindness. Fill our school with love. Let me be LA
proud of myself and my school. Let me show in the way | behave that ‘
Jesus is in my heart. Amen ”
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Parents’ Calendar of Events 2021/2022

Dates are subject to change

September

]st

INSET Day for all staff

nd Children return to school
Qih Start of Term Mass
wa 13™M School Council Elections

14™M Y1 Meet The Teacher 3.45pm
14th YR Meet The Teacher 4.15pm

15 Class Mass — Year 6

15™M Y2 Meet The Teacher 3.45pm

15 Y6 Meet The Teacher 4.15pm

16™M CAFOD National Assembly

16™M Y3 Meet The Teacher 3.45pm

16™M Y5 Meet The Teacher 4.15pm

17" Y4 Meet The Teacher 3.45pm

17™ Y5/6 Meet The Teacher 4.15pm
22" Class Mass — Year 5/6

24" Aura Fun Day

wb Macmillan baking activities this week
27th

29 Class Mass — Year 5
30th Size of Wales Climate Cymru workshops with Year 5/6 and Year 6
October

5th Nasal Flu Vaccination for all children
6" Class Mass — Year 4

7™M Harvest Assembly led by Year 5/6
13M Class Mass — Year 3

16™M First Forgiveness Year 4

20™ Class Mass — Year 2

21st Youth Climate Action Day Assembly - Eco Council




November
1! INSET Day
2nd Children return to school
3 Meet Father Matthew — Year 1
gth Year 4 Class Assembly - Remembrance
10™ Parents' Evening
10™ Meet Father Matthew - Reception
11th Parents’ Evening
11 Flint Remembrance Day Parade
13" Big Dig
17" Class Mass — Year 6
18™ Flint Festive Fair — furning on of Flint Lights
23rd Year 3 Class Assembly - Making the right choices
24™M Class Mass — Year 5/6
25th Times Tables Rock Wrangle
December
19 Class Mass — Year 5
4M First Holy Communion
6th Confessions with Fr Adrian in school for Years 4,5,6
8 Immaculate Conception — Whole school Mass in school
9th Year 5, 5/6,6 trip to Blists Hill
16™ | Christmas Carol Concert at Immaculate Conception Church for all
children
17th Christmas Jumper Day
20th Christmas Dinner Day
21 Last day of school

January
6" INSET Day
7t INSET Day
10" Children return to school




13th

Start of term Mass

19™ Class Mass — Year 4
26™M Class Mass — Year 3
27th Year 5 Class Assembly
February
2nd Class Mass - Year 2
8th Safer Internet Day - Digital Champions Assembly
gth Meet Fr Matthew — Year |
WB Careers Week Wales (Year 6)
14th Bring your Parent to School Week (TBC)
15 Launch Lenten Charity Appeal - Mini Vinnies
16M Meet Fr Matthew - Reception
17th

Nursery Class Assembly - St Valentine's / Love

28 Children return to school
March
19! St David's Day - Eisteddfod led by Criw Cymraeg
2nd Ash Wednesday (Service in school)
/th Confessions for Years 4,5,6
9th Class Mass - Year é
16™ Class Mass - Year 5/6
23" Class Mass - Year 4 and 5
24th School Council Assembly
30 Stations of the Cross at church
30™ Parents’ Evening
31st Parents’ Evening
April
6th Class Mass - Year 3
7™M KS2 Easter Liturgy led by Year 6
9th

First Forgiveness Year 3




25M INSET Day
26" Children return to school
28th Class Mass - Year 2
May
The Month of Mary
15t 60th anniversary of school opening
3rd 60th anniversary Mass
4"— 6" Years 5 and é at Glan Llyn
4th Class Mass - Year 1
111h Meet Fr Matthew - Recepftion
12th Reception Class Assembly
17" New Nursery Parents’ Meeting
18th Meet Fr Matthew - Nursery
19th Year 1 Class Assembly
19th Pantasaph Retreat (TBC)
20™ Crowning of Mary
231 Personalised Assessments Week

2 4‘rh

New Reception Parents’ Meetin

June
6" INSET Day
7 Children return to school
8th Meet Fr Matthew - Nursery

Diocesan Sports (TBC)
Dance Fest (TBC)

15th Class Mass - Year 6
16™M Year 2 Class Assembly - It's Good To Be Me!
18™ First Holy Communion Year 3 Group 1 (TBC)
19™M First Holy Communion Year 3 Group 2 (TBC)
wB Healthy Living Week (incorporating National School Sports Week)

20th




22nd

Class Mass - Year 5/6

22nd Sports Day (TBC)

23rd Healthy Living Assembly - Healthy Schools Council
29th Class Mass - Year 5

30th Houses Day (TBC)

July

6th Class Mass - Year 4

13th Class Mass - Year 3

15M 60" Anniversary Celebrations (TBC)
18™ End of Term Mass (TBC)

19™ Leavers’ Presentation Assembly
20™ Last Day of Term
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