
Dear Parents and Carers

I hope you are well. Thank you for your wonderful support for the Macmillan Coffee
morning at the end of September. It was great to see so many members of our
school community there. We were able to pass on a large amount of money to the
charity thanks to your generosity.

Congratulations to all of the children who were elected by their peers to represent
their classes in the Pupil Influence Groups for this academic year. Thank you to
everyone who put themselves forward; it is fantastic to see so many keen to join our
groups. If you weren’t successful this year, please try again next year! Further details
about each of the groups can be found later in the newsletter.

At this time of year, we are starting to focus on harvest. The children will be learning
to give thanks for the food we have. Children will be learning about how we can
help those less fortunate during harvest time, by contributing to our harvest
collection. This year, Class 3 will be leading our harvest assembly and we’ll be
supporting the Flintshire Foodbank. More details are below.

October will also see the start of the extra-curricular lunch time and after school
clubs as well as sports fixtures against other schools. These clubs are advertised to
the children in school. The first game we have will be a netball game against Ysgol
Gwynedd after school on the 10th October. All are welcome to support the team.

At the end of September, after a thorough recruitment process, Miss Fisher was
chosen to be the new acting assistant headteacher for the rest of the academic
year. She will join Mrs Jones and I on the senior leadership team for the duration of
Miss Perrin’s maternity absence. Miss Perrin and family welcomed Oliver into the
world at the start of term. Mum and baby are doing very well. We wish all of the
family the very best of luck. Separately, Mr Bianco is also getting used to being a
dad after the birth of his first child over summer. We wish Mr Bianco and family the
best of luck too!



Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Phillips
Headteacher / Pennaeth

Attendance and Punctuality
We have had some illness in school recently which has understandably led to
reduced attendance. Please make sure that you inform the school office via phone
or School Gateway every day that your child is ill. Please do not send messages
about illness or absence via Class Dojo. During lesson times, the teachers are not
able to read or respond to messages on Class Dojo. Thanks for your understanding
and support.
Here are our attendance and punctuality figures for each class for the month of
September. Congratulations to Class 9 for their attendance and Class 2 for their
punctuality! You’ll see that there is room for improvement in every year group.

Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 Class 6 Class 7 Class 8 Class 9 Total

Attendance 90.5% 89% 92.3% 93.1% 91.9% 89% 95.5% 96.1% 92.7%

Punctuality 100% 97.7% 99.2% 98% 99.1% 98.6% 98.9% 98.4% 98.8%



Macmillan Coffee Morning
Thank you all for your fantastic support for our Macmillan Coffee Morning. We
raised £319.50 which will all go to Macmillan Cancer Support.

This half-term’s pupil virtues
This half-term, we are focussing on being curious and
active. It’s good to be curious about everything; and
active in our engagement with the world, changing
what we can for the better. During our introductory
assembly, we revised the story of the good samaritan
who was curious about the injured man at the side of
the road. He immediately jumped into action by
helping him up and getting him food and shelter.
Curiosity is needed to sustain learning. It is what keeps
us going through the difficult stuff; it is what opens up
new horizons and allows the possibility of ‘finding God
in all things.’ We encourage children to be active
learners; be actively engaged in by
to be active in the life of the school, the Church, and the wider community by
probing, seeking, asking, challenging, and questioning until the truth is plain – it is to
think for oneself and to become an independent and lifelong learner. We’ll
celebrate those children who have demonstrated these virtues at the end of the
half-term.



Pupil Influence Groups
Llongyfarchiadau to all of those children who were elected to represent their class on the
Pupil Influence Groups. It is a great opportunity and responsibility for all representatives. I
would like to make a special mention of the Year 6s who will lead each of our groups. I
saw some of the campaign videos and they were really excellent. It must have been a
difficult choice. Commiserations to those of you who were unsuccessful. Please try again
next year! This year’s Pupil Influence Groups are:



A message from the Criw Cymraeg

As the Criw Cymraeg in school we are responsible for
encouraging our staff and pupils to work together to help us
achieve the Cymraeg Campus Language Charter Bronze
Award. We are very excited about this!

In order to achieve the award, we encourage both children and
staff to use the Welsh language as often as possible, in and out
of the classroom. We also promote a Welsh ethos in school,
celebrate our Welsh heritage and culture as well as recognising and promoting the
contemporary Wales we live in today.

The Criw Cymraeg consists of two members from each class, from Reception to
Year 6. We meet every Monday to decide the phrase of the week, plan our
Gwasanaeth Cymraeg (Welsh Assembly) and discuss how to celebrate any special
events that may be coming up in our Welsh calendar.

We lead a fortnightly assembly during which we sing Welsh songs, listen to Welsh
music and tell stories about Wales. To help raise the profile of the use of the Welsh
language across school, we introduce a staff phrase of the week and a children’s
phrase of the week. We announce which class has earned the most Tocyn
Cymraeg and present a certificate to a member of each class who is Welsh
Speaker of the Week/Siaradwr Yr Wythnos.

We are really looking forward to the busy term ahead during which we hope to
achieve some of our targets towards achieving the Bronze award!

Cofion cynnes,

Criw Cymraeg



National Singing Programme

Mrs Larkin has been coming in every Thursday to lead the children in Classes 3,4
and 5 in the National Singing Programme. It’s a fantastic opportunity for our
children to learn from a professional musician and the progress and results so far
have been brilliant! The singing coaching is provided free by Wrexham Diocese and
we are really grateful.

New Yoghurt and Salad Bars
Newydd have recently introduced the new salad bar and yoghurt bar to school
lunches. The salad bar is available every day and the yoghurt bar is available every
Monday and every Thursday. These are in addition to the school lunches that the

children receive. The children are encouraged to
serve themselves. They have gone down very well
so far!

We were informed last week that there will be a
price increase for all school meals from £2.50 to
£2.80 per meal. All children from Reception up to
Year 4 get free meals anyway so it does not affect
them but this price increase will affect children in
Years 5 and 6 until Easter, when they will all

receive free school meals as well.



National Teaching Assistants Day

Thursday 28th September was National
Teaching Assistants Day. We have a brilliant
team of teaching assistants who make such a
positive contribution and difference to the
children on a daily basis and we’re very
grateful for their efforts. There are so many
times that lots of them go above and beyond
what is expected and they respond flexibly to
change at short notice, which is really helpful
in making the school run smoothly. We
celebrated the contribution of the TAs on Thursday with breakfast pastries and
poems. Thank you to Kelly Rossington for providing us with the treats!

PTA AGM and upcoming events
I had a very productive meeting with the PTA at the end of
September. They have some really good ideas for fundraising
and are keen to raise money for the school. If you are able to
help, please get in touch with them on
pta@stmarysflint.wales or see their Facebook page. Over the
last year, they have contributed money to school for leavers’
hoodies, for coach travel for school trips and for all children
to receive an ice cream at the end of term. They are also
going to part-fund the renovation of the garden at the front
of school outside Class 5’s classroom. We’re grateful for all
they do. Please save the dates for the following events:

26th October: Fall Ball (disco)
23rd November: Rock and Roll Bingo (this is on the same day as Rock Wrangle III in
school)
1st December: Crazy Hair for the Christmas Fayre (donations for the Christmas Fayre
requested)
14th December: Christmas Fayre

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1714275225700724


Secondary Admissions
The deadline for secondary school admissions in Flintshire is 6th November. We have
been asked by Flintshire Local Authority to point parents of children in Year 6 to the
Flintshire Schools page on their website. Parents should be encouraged to read the
admissions and school transport policies carefully before submitting their
application for a school place, particularly if they will need to consider transport
arrangements for their child to get to school.
The St Richard Gwyn Open Day is on Wednesday 4th October between 6pm and
8pm.

Flintshire Foodbank Donations
Harvest is a really important time of year for our
Foodbank. Last year, our school collected 191
kilograms and the Flintshire Foodbank collected just
under 7 tonnes of food for those in our community who
need it most. In the last year, the demand for the
Foodbank has risen by 47%. Unfortunately, donations

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/Schools-Home.aspx


are falling and they are unable to keep up with the growing need in our area. If you are
able to donate any of the items listed below, please bring them to school so that they
can be collected on Thursday 5th October.

No smoking and no dogs on the school site
Parents and carers are reminded that it is against the law to smoke or vape on the
school grounds. It is also forbidden to bring dogs onto the school grounds.

Exclusion Period
We use the following guidance
when determining how long a
child should stay off school if they
have an infection or other illness:
Exclusion Periods for Common
Infections

https://www.stmarysflint.wales/docs/Policies/PHW_Exclusion_Periods_for_Common_Infections.pdf
https://www.stmarysflint.wales/docs/Policies/PHW_Exclusion_Periods_for_Common_Infections.pdf


Online Safety Updates
As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online.
You don’t need to be an expert on the internet to help keep your child stay safe
online.
Recently, we took part in the School Health Research Network school health survey.
The chart below shows one of the results from our school.

We know that lots of our children enjoy playing on games and using apps on
tablets. Whatever the age group, one point is clear: although children and young
people love using apps and games, there is a risk that many are using and
accessing content that is not age-appropriate.
Hwb provides a parent and carer’s guide to age ratings of apps and games. This is
a really useful resource.

https://hwb.gov.wales/keeping-safe-online/resources/a-parents-carers-guide-to-age-ratings-of-apps-and-games#information-on-age-ratings:


Upcoming Dates
2nd October - Criw Cymraeg meetings start at lunch time
3rd October - Nursery Open Afternoon (1.30 - 2.30pm)
3rd October - Y1 and 2 Art and Craft Club starts
5th October - Class 3 Harvest Assembly
5th October - Themed Lunch - National Curry Week
10th October - PC Mark in with Year 4 - Sinister Substances
10th October - PC Mark in with Years 5 and 6 - It’s Your Choice
10th October - Mini Vinnies meetings start at lunch time
10th October - Expressive Arts Club starts
10th October - Netball match vs Ysgol Gwynedd (H)
13th October - Year 3 flamenco dancing workshop
18th October - Parents’ Evening (bookings to be made via School Cloud)
19th October - Class 7 trip to Chester - Roman History trip
19th October - Parents’ Evening (bookings to be made via School Cloud)
20th October - Wear Red - Show Racism the Red Card Day
24th October - Y5/6 Water Polo / Ten Pin Bowling Festival
26th October - PTA Fall Ball - after school disco

Reflection
Click on the image here to go to the Ten:Ten
parent newsletter for this month. This will tell you
about this month’s assemblies.


